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SENATE BI LL 6224

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Mulliken, Mrton, Swecker and Stevens

Read first tinme 01/14/2004. Referred to Commttee on Land Use &
Pl anni ng.

AN ACT Relating to requiring natural resource agencies to use
avai l abl e federal standards in counties wth very high unenpl oynent
rates; adding a new section to chapter 43.21A RCW adding a new section
to chapter 77.04 RCW creating a new section; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there are severa
counties in the state that are characterized by very high |evels of
unenpl oynment and poverty. The legislature further finds that econom c
stagnation is the primary cause of this high unenploynent rate and
poverty; that the stagnation is often intensified by burdensone and
conflicting regulatory progranms that prevent communities from being
economcally conpetitive in the statewide, national, and gl obal
econom es; and that natural resource agencies, including the
departnents of ecology and fish and wildlife, continue to devel op and
adopt state rules, guidelines, permt conditions, and policies that
substantially differ from those that have already been adopted by
f ederal agenci es.
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For these reasons, the legislature intends to ensure that state
natural resource agencies, when acting in counties characterized by
very high levels of unenploynent, do not exceed existing federal
requi rements or policies when inplenenting prograns for which federa
requi renents or policies exist. The legislature declares that this
limted policy serves the wvital public purpose of facilitating
enpl oynment opportunities and reducing poverty in distressed areas of
the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.21A RCW
to read as foll ows:

Regul atory activities undertaken by the departnment in counties in
whi ch the comm ssioner of the enploynent security departnment finds that
the county unenploynent rate is eight percent or nore may not exceed
the standards required by federal |aw, regulations, or guidelines that
are applicable to the sane activity or subject matter. Regul at ory
activities covered by this section are those inplenenting a federal |aw
or regulation either delegated to the state or specifically required by
state law to be i nplenented by the departnent including: |ssuing any
permt, condition, order, guideline, or policy or interpretive
statenent; adopting any rule; or entering into any agreenment or
contract to inplenent such regulatory actions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 77.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Regul atory activities undertaken by the departnment in counties in
whi ch the comm ssioner of the enploynent security departnment finds that
the county unenploynent rate is eight percent or nore may not exceed
the standards required by federal |aw, regulations, or guidelines that
are applicable to the sane activity or subject matter. Regul at ory
activities covered by this section are those inplenenting a federal |aw
or regulation either delegated to the state or specifically required by
state law to be i nplenented by the departnent including: |ssuing any
permt, condition, order, guideline, or policy or interpretive
statenent; adopting any rule; or entering into any agreenent or
contract to inplenent such regulatory actions.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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